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A
bout Pysanky

A
 pysanka (U

krainian: !"#$%&$, plural: pysanky) is a U
krainian Easter egg, decorated 

w
ith traditional U

krainian folk designs using a w
ax-resist (batik) m

ethod. The w
ord 

pysanka com
es from

 the verb pysaty, "to w
rite", as the designs are not painted on, but 

w
ritten w

ith beesw
ax.

M
any other eastern European ethnic groups decorate eggs using w

ax resist for Easter. 
These include the Belarusians (!'#$%&$, pisanka), Bulgarians (!"#$%( )"̆+,, pisano 
yaytse), C

roats (pisanica), C
zechs (kraslice), H

ungarians (hím
estojás), Lithuanians 

(m
argutis), Poles (pisanka), Rom

anians (ouă vopsite, incondeiate or im
pistrite), Serbs 

(pisanica), Slovaks (kraslica), Slovenes (pisanica, pirhi or rem
enke) and Sorbs (jejka pisac"). 

Each of these groups has its ow
n characteristic designs, m

otifs and colors; the technol-
ogy m

ay be sim
ilar, but the Easter eggs produced are quite distinct.

Each village in each region of U
kraine had its ow

n special rituals, and its ow
n sym

bols, 
m

eanings and secret form
ulas for dyeing eggs. These custom

s w
ere preserved faithfully 

and passed dow
n from

 m
other to daughter through generations. The custom

 of decorat-
ing pysanky w

as observed w
ith greatest care, and a pysanka, after receiving the Easter 

blessing, w
as held to have great pow

ers as a m
agical talism

an.

Pysanky w
ere traditionally m

ade during the last w
eek of Lent by the w

om
en of the 

fam
ily. D

uring the m
iddle of the Lenten season, w

om
en began putting aside eggs, those 

that w
ere m

ost perfectly shaped and sm
ooth, and ideally, the first laid eggs of young 

hens. There had to be a rooster, as only fertilized eggs could be used. (If non-fertile eggs 
w

ere used, there w
ould be no fertility in the hom

e.)

The dyes w
ere prepared from

 dried plants, roots, bark, berries and insects (cochineal). A
 

w
riting tool/stylus, know

n as a pysachok, pysak, pysal'tse, or kystka, depending on re-
gion, w

as prepared from
 a stick and a bit of sheet m

etal. Boiled eggs w
ere not used, as 

pysanky w
ere generally w

ritten on raw
 or, less com

m
only, baked eggs (pecharky). The 

pysanky w
ere created at night, w

hen the children w
ere asleep. The w

om
en in the fam

ily 
gathered together, said the appropriate prayers, and w

ent to w
ork. It w

as done in 
secret––the patterns and color com

binations w
ere handed dow

n from
 m

other to daugh-
ter and carefully guarded.

Pysanky continue to be m
ade in m

odern tim
es; w

hile m
any traditional aspects have 

been preserved, new
 technologies are in evidence. A

niline dyes have largely replaced 
natural dyes. Styluses are now

 m
ade w

ith m
odern m

aterials, and an electric version is 
available. D

esigns have changed, w
ith intricate and original ones supplem

enting the 
beautiful traditional patterns. A

nd the pysanka has gone from
 being a seasonal object of 

U
krainian folk art and m

agic to an object of art know
n and enjoyed the w

orld round.

Polissia
Tw

o pysanky



H
alychyna

“O
ak Leaves”

W
hite

O
range

Red –> Black

Sym
bolism

A
nim

al Sym
bols

Birds:  harbingers of spring
-

renew
al of life and nature

Rooster, Rooster’s com
b:  fertility

H
orse, D

eer: sun sym
bols/D

azhboh
-

prosperity, good health

Ram
’s horns:  perseverance

Fish:  Jesus C
hrist



Spider, Spider w
eb:  good luck

W
olves’ teeth:  loyalty

G
eom

etric Sym
bols

Triangle:  natural trinity: heaven, earth, people

D
iam

onds:  fields

C
urls:  protection, defense

 H
eart:  love

Plant sym
bols

Pine, horsetail:  eternal youth, good health

K
uban

“O
ld W

om
an”

Side
View

Front
View



Bukovyna
“K

osytsia”
Tree/branch/leaves:  strength, grow

th

O
ak (leaves, acorns):  health, long life, 

-
the god Perun

-“Vazon” (tree of life):
-

plant fertility 

G
rapes:  H

oly com
m

union, 
-

good harvest 

Flow
ers:  love, w

isdom
  



H
ousehold Sym

bols

Ladder:  prayer

Sieve (resheto):  plow
ed fields 

Basket:  m
otherhood, know

ledge

Rakes, com
bs:  rain, w

ater  

W
indm

ills:  Svaroh, m
ovem

ent of the 
-

sun across the sky

Saw
:  fire, life-giving heat

R
eligious Sym

bols

Star/Ruzha : sun (D
azhboh)  

H
utsul

“H
earts”



Star/R
uzha

W
hite

Yellow

G
reen

O
range

Red –> Black

Sun:  life, G
od  (D

azhboh)  

  Berehynia 
(G

reat G
oddess)

Serpent/Zm
iya

(W
ater G

od)

C
ross:  Sun sym

bol; 
-

Svaroh, C
hrist

C
hurches

M
eander:  eternity-

-
-

  



W
riting Pysanky

W
hat m

aterials do I need?

1.-
C

lean eggs at room
 tem

perature, w
ithout cracks or blem

ishes
2.-

Stylus/kistka
3.-

Beesw
ax

4.-
Egg dyes (aniline or natural)

5.-
C

andle (in a holder)
6.-

Paper tow
els

7.-
Vinegar

8.-
Pencil

9.-
C

lean H
ands!!!

H
ow

 do I m
ake a pysanka?

1.-
W

ash your hands very w
ell

2.-
U

sing the pencil, draw
 the m

ain lines of your design; do not use the eraser!
3.-

Prepare your stylus and w
rite on the egg w

ith w
ax

-
-

a.-
heat the stylus (m

etal part only) in the flam
e (slow

ly count from
 1 to 8  -

-
-

-
1-2-3-4-5-6-7-8)

-
-

b.-
scoop up som

e beesw
ax in the large end of the stylus

-
-

c.-
heat the tip of the stylus in the flam

e (count 1-2-3)
-

-
d.-

w
rite on the egg w

ith w
ax until the w

ax stops flow
ing

-
-

e.-
repeat steps “c” and “d” until you run out of w

ax 
-

-
f.-

start again w
ith step “a”

4.-
D

raw
 in, w

ith w
ax, all the elem

ents of the design that you w
ish to rem

ain w
hite

5.-
Put the egg in the vinegar w

ater m
ix (~1 T vinegar to 1 cup w

ater) for 3-5 m
inutes

6.-
Put the egg in the first dye (usually yellow

) for 3-5 m
inutes

7.-
Rem

ove the egg from
 the dye and pat it dry gently w

ith a paper tow
el

8.-
D

raw
 in, w

ith w
ax, all the elem

ents of the design that you w
ish to rem

ain yellow
9.-

Repeat the dye–dry–w
rite process, beginning w

ith the lightest colors and ending 
-

w
ith the darkest colors.  The usual order is:

-
   w

hite 
vinegar rinse 

 yellow
 

light green 
orange 

-
   bright red 

final color (black, dark red, dark blue, brow
n, etc.)

10.-
Rem

ove the w
ax: hold the egg next to the flam

e (N
O

T over it) until the w
ax begins 

-
to m

elt (it w
ill look like w

ater).  W
ipe off the m

elted w
ax w

ith a paper tow
el. K

eep 
-

repeating until all the w
ax has been rem

oved

Three Sim
ple Patterns

W
hite

W
hite

W
hite

Yellow

Yellow

Yellow

O
range –> Red

O
range –> Red

Red –> Black


