
R
eligious Sym

bols

Star/Ruzha : sun (D
azhboh)  

Sun:  life, G
od  (D

azhboh)  

Berehynia 
(G

reat G
oddess)

Serpent/Zm
iya

(W
ater G

od)

C
ross:  Sun sym

bol; 
!

Svaroh, C
hrist

C
hurches

M
eander:  eternity!

!
!

w
w
w
.pysanky.info

Pysanka Sym
bolism

A
nim

al Sym
bols

Birds:  harbingers of spring
!

renew
al of life and nature

Rooster, Rooster’s com
b:  sun sym

bol

H
orse, D

eer: sun sym
bols/D

azhboh
!

prosperity, good health

Poultry (ducks, chicken, geese): 
!

fertility

Ram
’s (&

 horns):  perseverance, 
!

leadership, strength, dignity

Fish:  life, health, fertility,
!

Jesus C
hrist

Spider, Spider w
eb:  good luck



G
eom

etric Sym
bols

Rhom
bs and triangles:  !

!
farm

 fields

Spirals and curls:  protection, 
!

defense

Tripods: various trinities 
!

(cycle of life, fam
ily unit, 

!
christian trinity)

H
eart:  love

Plant sym
bols

Pine, horsetail:  eternal youth, 
!

good health

Tree/branch/leaves:  strength, 
!

grow
th

O
ak (leaves, acorns):  health, long life, 

!
the god Perun

“Vazon” (tree of life):
!

plant fertility 

G
rapes:  H

oly com
m

union, 
!

good harvest 

Flow
ers:  love, w

isdom
  

H
ousehold Sym

bols

Sieve (resheto):  plow
ed fields 

Rakes, com
bs:  cloud 

sym
bols––rain, w

ater  

W
indm

ills:  Svaroh, m
ovem

ent 
!

of the sun across the sky


